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4.                     Ludwigia                  L

 (Isnardia L., Jussiaea L.)

By P.H. Raven.

Perennial herbs of wet places. Leaves opposite or alternate. Flowers actinomorphic, axillary; hypanthial tube absent. Sepals 4 or 5, somewhat persistent in fruit; petals 0 or 5, yellow, showy; stamens 4, or 10 in 2 whorls; stigma entire; ovary 4- or 5-locular. Fruit an irregularly dehiscent capsule; seeds numerous, small, free or embedded in coherent woody blocks of endocarp.

Literature: P. H. Raven, Reinwardtia 6: 327-427 (1963).

1 Leaves opposite; petals absent; stamens 4 ................................... 3. palustris
1 Leaves alternate; petals present; stamens 10

2 Flowering stems coarsely and densely hairy ........................ 1. uruguayensis
2 Flowering stems finely hairy to subglabrous ............................. 2. peploides
   1. L. uruguayensis (Camb.) Hara, Jour. Jap. Bot. 28: 294 (1953) (Jussiaea repens sensu Coste, non L.). Stems up to 1·5 m, floating and subglabrous in vegetative state, erect and densely hairy in flowering state. Leaves 3-13 × 0·3-2·5 cm, lanceolate, alternate. Sepals 5, 6-20 mm, hairy. Petals 12-30 mm, bright yellow. Stamens 10; filaments 2-4 mm. Capsule 13-25 × 3-4 mm, hairy. Fruiting pedicel (0·5-)2·5-6 cm. Seeds 1·5 × 1·5 mm, firmly enclosed in hard endocarp. 2n = 80. Abundantly naturalized in rivers and ditches in parts of S. France and N.E. Spain. [Ga Hs.] (North and South America.)

  2. L. peploides (Kunth) P. H. Raven, Reinwardtia 6: 393 (1963). Like 1 but leaves 1-6 × 0·4-3 cm, oblong; flowering stems, calyx and capsule finely hairy to subglabrous; fruiting pedicel 1-4 cm. 2n = 16. Naturalized in rivers in S.W. France. [Ga.] (North and South America.)

   3. L. palustris (L.) Elliott, Sketch Bot. South Carol. Georgia 1: 211 (1817) (Isnardia palustris L.). Stems 3-50 cm, glabrous, creeping. Leaves 7-45 mm, narrowly obovate, opposite. Sepals 4, 1·4-2 × 0·8-1·8 mm. Petals absent. Stamens 4; filaments 0·5-0·6 mm. Capsule 2-5 × 2-3 mm, glabrous, with green bands on the angles. Seeds 0·6-0·9 × 0·3 mm, free from endocarp. 2n = 16. Wet places. W., C. & S. Europe; rather local. Al Au Be Br Bu Co Cz Ga Ge Gr He Ho Hs Hu It Ju Lu Po Rm Rs (W) Sa Tu.
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